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Universe at a Glance

The Universe Cycle helps explain how the Universe and the Solar System were initially formed. 
Students learn that there are many theories on how the Universe was created. Atoms of hydrogen 
(the simplest element) probably were floating around each other (either with a bang or a whimper) 
and formed stars. Star formation led the way for planet formation (either hot or cold). Once planets, 
like those in our solar system formed, each planet then evolved independently. The characteristics 
of our planets depend on how close we are to the Sun; how fast it spins; and how their internal 
engines work. 

In the Classroom

Hands-on activities teach studenst about the acts and fantasies of the Universe. They look at the 
Universe and its components like galaxies or nebulas. Students then look at our Solar System. They 
trace movements and compare and contrast the planets. Students, examine the Earth's relationship 
with the Moon and the entire Solar System. Geographic locations, reading maps, and learning how 
to plot data are also explored.
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