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Do rocks produced by volcanoes provide clues about that volcanic erup-
tion? Examine each of the rocks from different volcanic areas in Cali-
fornia and describe them. 
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  DESCRIPTION 

Granite   
  

Gabbro   
  

Obsidian   
  

Pumice   
  

 
Rhyolite 

  

Granodiorite   
  

Scoria  

1. Vent 2. Lava Flow 

3. Magma  
   Chamber 

 

 

Gilroy 
 

This ancient lava flow erupted with a power-
ful blast. Lava cascaded down the slopes of 
the growing volcano. Describe:  
 
 
 

Clearlake The cinders swished from the volcano, caus-
ing extensive deposits, (scoria). Flows of lava 
cooled quickly to form thick bands of obsidi-
an. Describe (scoria):     
 
 
(obsidian):  

Black Buttes Lava slowly moved from the crater of the 
volcano. A thick layer of basalt was deposit-
ed. Describe:  
 
 
 

Mono Craters the volcano "coughed" violently, gas trapped 
in the molten rock formed pumice. Describe: 
 

Inyo Mountains The magma chamber was cooling, but sud-
denly the volcano erupted forming a rock 
called andesite porphyry. Describe: 

Location Type of Eruption 


